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Presidential Unit Citation Certificate
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

HAS AWARDED THE

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION

TO THE
96™ INFANTRY DIVISION

FOR
l-)XTRAOR DINARY HEROISM IN MILITARY
OPERATIONS AGAINST AN ARMED ENEMY.
157 APRIL 1945 TO 30™ JUNE 1945
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON

N &&
- BRORETARY OF YHE ANMY
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THES 10TH DAY OF JANUARY 2001




Presidential Unit Citation Award Ceremony

Pre-Ceremony Music
43¢d Army Band, Nebraska Army National Guard
Specialist Brian Anderson, Director
Narrator’s Welcoming Remarks
Donald Dencker, Historlan, 96th Infuntry Division Association
Co. L, 382n0d Infuntry

City of Omaha Greetings
Pete Festersen
Representing Mayor Mike Fahey
Sound Attention
Bugler, 43rd Army Band

Official Party Arrival

Preseatation of Colors
Command Sgt. Major Jeffrey Mellinger with Finst/Third Army Color Guard

National Anthem
43rd Army Band

Invocation
Raymond Boykin, Chaplain, 96th Infastry Division Association
Co. E, 3813t Infantry
Award Ceremoney Remarks
Brig. Gencral James P. Collins, U.S. Army Reserve
Commanding General, 96¢th Regional Support Comemand
Keynote Speaker
L1, General John M. Riggs, U.S, Army
Director, Objective Force Tusk Force
Video Presentation
Award Address

Presentation of Presidential Unit Citation, Certificate, Ribbon, and Streamer
Lt. General Riggs Presents Certificate toc
James Causcy, President, 96th Infantry Division Association
Co. C, 3815t Infantry
L1, General Riggs Presents Citation to:
Ermest Malkewitz, Vice President, 96th Infastry Division Association
Co. M, 381n Infantry
L. General Riggs Presents Ribboa to Mr. Causey
Affixing Presidential Unit Citation Streamer 1o 96th Infantry Division Flag by:

Sam Wood, Lt. Col., US. Army, Retired

Co. M, 383ed Infantry

Tank Battalion Citation Remarks
Wilkiam Boanell
Co. A, 763¢d Tank Bamalion
World War 11 Era Musical Sclection
tory Message

Congratula
Seastor Ron Wyden, Oregon
Presented by Molly McCarthy, Staff Assistant

Citation Acceptance Remarks
James Causey, L1 Col,, U.S. Army, Reticed
Taps
Benediction
Chaplain Boykin
Retire the Colors

Army Song
43rd Army Band

Departure of Official Party and Dismissal
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By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and as Commander in Chicf of
the Armed Forces of the United States, | have today swarded

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM
TOTIE
T INFANTRY DIVISION

The 261k [efantry Division aod attached anits distlogeished themaeives danng the period | April 1945 ta
JO Junc 1945, by extraerdinary berolum and gallantry lu action agalnst (he enemy in the conqeest of Okinawa,
Rywkyu Isdands, Jupen. Oa | April 1945 the 26t lafastry Divbion made aa avault landing oo the Haguwhi
beaches of Oldnawa and withie three days overcame all roistasce In the large Supabe Bill mass which
dominated the XXIV Corps' lundiag beaches. The divivion thew Immediately sttacked raphlly and skilifully
south down the westera balfl of the Lland, sverruaning sad destroying or driviag in enemy oulpost lnes and
strong pointe guarding the spproaches to the oain Jopsnese defense hub at Shurl By T April, the division had
penetrated the main aater risg. Os 9 April, the divisica inltiated & series of attacks againat the powerful
Japanese defense position 2t Kaksre Ridge 1 was secessary 1o dig, blact and burn or bury fevever the fanatical
cnemy defepders, By 15 April the division had gained contrel of dominant portises of the ridge. Oa 16 April,
the divislon became an Interlor division when 2 third divislon estered the lines on its right Maak. [t continued its
day aficr day assaults. Tombstone [l was seleed. Tanabarg and Macda escarpments were eaptared. Nealle
Bock 11 15 snd the Gate were all taken, Oan 1 May, the divishoa was withdrawa for nise days of rest and for
reception and sssimilation of repk totaling wver 4,000, Ou % May, the divoion recatered (be lines on the
Teft (enst) Mank, and began a series of bitter, Meoody, band-to-hand awaslts designed to wrest from the Japunese
Conieal Hill, the vital key to the casters section of the Shari battle pusition. The devperate deflenders struch
Fock with all the fire snd manpower at their command. Covcentrations of artillery and mediom aad heavy
mortar fice were plsced upon our koes is durstions previomly unkaswn ia the Pacific War, Dy 21 May, the
crest and eacters slopes of Conical Hill had been captured. opeaing an cavelopment route to turn Shuri. To the
west of Conical HILL the division captured Sugar Hill and broke through the Shari lise ta within 200 yards of the
MMahi-Shuri-Yosaburu Road, the encary’s inoermost and exsential commanicatien lne. Loss of Conical Hi)
doumed the Shurd position, asd the eaemy withdrew, thortly afler its fall, ta final pasitions along the south tip of
the island. The divisicn contiaued its parsuit of the retreating esemy. On the final enemy positions on the Yurs.
Yacju-Dake cacarpments, the two highest hills were la the zoae of the 96th Divisloa. The division ssanubted
heroically and with a fury that could set be stopped, ming the same hand-1>-hand, Jigzing, biasting, burning
masavio required e carlicr cugagemeste. The %6tk Division esded Ity portion of the orpasized Mghting ay it
began it, clming to bayenct raage with a palisntry, herobm and determiaation (o win which carried Ity attacks
forward despite terrible snd crippliog casualtics and phyvical ducomforts alment beyond hamun endurance
The division Lilled & tetal of 37,76] of the enemy I 73 days of fighting. lts owa batile losyes wialed 7,294,
lncludiog 1,504 killed. The brilliast victories achieved by the 36th Divisioa cn Oldunwa contribated greatly to
the defeat of the large enemy gurrisoa. The esprit, herolses and contiaving demonstrations of raw courage
throughout the battle exemplified the highest traditions of the military service.
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